=~ AIDS &ANTHROPOLOGY

The Newsletter of the AIDS and Anthropology Research Group

AARG MEMBERS RESPOND TO COMMENTARY
ON AIDS IN CUBA

The AIDS and Anthrepelogy research
commuinity has been abuzz since the
publication in the October Anthropology
Newsletter of a commentary entitled
"RIDS, Public Health and Human Rights .in
Cuba." The Anthropology Newsletter is
the official newsletter of the American
Anthropological Association (ARA). The
sommentary, written by Nancy Scheper-
Hughes, proveked much discussion at the
AAR meetings in November.
In summary, Scheper-Hughes praises the
Cuban government's AIDS control Frogram
which includes mandatory HIV testing and
quarantine of HIV infected persons,
Further, she discusses the failure to
controel the epidemic in the United
States, ascribing this to an
unwillingness to make human rights, such
&5 the right teo privacy and protectien
from discrimination, secondary to public
health. Scheper-Hughes accuses the
social science literature of "concealing
a4 massive, collective denial of the
mounting deaths" and refers to the
"largely, irrelevant anthropolegical
literature on AIDS." ghe specifically
attacks the wvalue of education as a
public health policy and reasserts the
existence of "real risk groups.™
Reactions among AARG members was swiff,
Some AARG members have written letters
or called ARR to register their dissent
with the viewpoints expressed in the
Cctober commentary. Several individuals
changed their ARA presentaticn ta

(cont. on page 2)

DUES INCREASED FOR
159#

The RARG Steering
Committee voted to
raise dues for 1994,
Dues for regular
members are now S20
and student dues are
now 55, Foreign or
unemployed
anthropologists may
5till receive the
Bulletin at no cost.
Please complete the
enclosed form and
send it with your
check, made out to
BARG, c/o Moses B,
Pounds, AARG
Treasurer, 5224 Ewven
Star Place,
Columbia, MD 21044-
1832,
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DID ¥YOU PAY?

If your address
label is marked with
a black sguare, this
means that our
records indicate
that you have not
paid your 1993 dues.
You should hawve
received a letter
asking to pay your
1993 and 1994 dues.
Please send your
check today!



(cont. from page 1)
explicitly respeond to Scheper-Hughes.
In:addition, the AARN TaskiForce:'on AIDS
discussed the commentary at length. At
the ARRG business meeting discussion
centered’ on-the concern that this
commentary was published without
consideration for the appropriateness of
the material. Twenty-four AARG members
sent a letter to the AAR stating their
objection te the publication of tChe
Scheper-Hughes commentary. The letter
reads in part:

The use of the AAA Newsletter Lo
digseminate a single-minded ideglogical
poszition with such potentially negatlve
impact was neither professicnally
appropriate nor respensikble. ..

persons reading the article in the AAA
newsletter may be led to believe that
the essay represents the informed point
of view of the profession on the
gquarantine guestion. It does net, and
we reglister cur objections to the
publication and dissent from the point
aof wview which it contains.

Imong ARRG members there was widespread
agreement that her commentary
misrepresents and oversimplifies the
AIDS crisis both in Cuba and in the
United States. In her letter to ARA,
AARG member Susan McCombie summarized
her objection to Scheper-Hughes argument
as follows:

...d think Scheper-Hughes is out of step
with the times with respect fo AIDS
public policy, and not well informed on
the historical isswes with respect to
infecticus digsease and public
health...historically, the problems has
not been that infectious disease
problems were exacerbated because
political agendas interfered with
disease control., On the contrary,
problems arose when disease control was
nsed fo justify activities that
raflected broagder political and social
obijectives.
a gsexually transmitted disease is a
conseguence of weak government is not a
new one. In a commentary to be
publizhed in the February, Stephanie
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The idea that the spread of

HKane writes:
"Ultimately the
common good 15 never
served at- the
expense of the
individual: public
health and human
rights must
coexist.". Indeed,
to condemn U.S5. AIDS
public policy for
too much emphasis on
human rights reveals
a lack of
information about
the history of the
epidemic. We
encourage all you

to contact ARA to
eXpress your
concerns regarding
the Scheper-Hughes
commentary. It is
important that the
anthropological
community at large
be aware that our
work on AIDS is
neither irrelevant
nor uninformed about
the reality of the
BIDS epidemic.

SUBMIT COFPY TO
AAE

211 information for
the next issue of
AAR should be sent
to: Claire Sterk-
Elifson Department
of Anthropology
Georgia State
University, Atlanta
GA 30303, USA. FAX
(404} 651-171E.
Deadline: MARCH 10.



1953 AARG PAPER PRIZE

Merril Z2inger. (Hispanic Health Council,
Hartford, CT) is the winner of the 1993
ARRG Paper Prize, The purpese of the
ARRG Paper Prize awards is to encourage
HIV-related resesrch and publications by
anthropologists. "Dr. Singer won the
professional paper prize for his paper
"AIDS and the Health Crisis of the U,35.
Urban Poor: The Perspective of Critical
Medical Anthropology.” There were no
entries for the student prize this year.
The deadline for the 1994 competition is
September 30, 1994, Papers should ke
original, 15-30 pages double-spaced.
The sole or first author must be an
anthropelogist or anthropolegy student.
Winners may not submit the fellowing .
year in the'sams’'category. ALl papers
must be in press, submitted for review,
or in manpsceript form at the time of
submission. There is a 5100 prize for
each award.

Send four copies to the Chair of the
1994 Paper Prize Committee:

Margaret Connors, Ph.D., Chair, AARG
Faper Prize Committee, Harvard Medical
School, Department of Social Medicine
£41 Huntington Ave, Boston, MA 02115,
Please indicate whether you are
submitting for the professienal or
student prize.
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TASK FORCE CN AIDS TO CCHTIMUE
The American Anthropelogical
Aszssgociation's (ARA) Task force on AIDS
{(TFA) held its last official meeting in
November in Washingteon, D.C. -As readers
of AAB are aware, the RAR has dissolved
the TFA in favor of the establishment of
an AIDS Commission, slated to begin
sometime early in 1394, _

At the TFA meeting, however, individual
members decided to pursue the
possibility of continuing the TFA under
the auspices of another orgarization.
Although no decision was- reached at. tha
ARA meeting, there was strong sentiment
" by members that the TFA should continue
Lo meet to discuss and respond to AIDS

issues. A meeting to discuss the- future-

will be held in
¢onjunction with the
annual meeting of
the Society far
Applied Anthropeolegy
in April 1994,

One possibility that
has been proposed is
for the TFA to
pecome a Task Force
of AARG. The RARG
Steering Committee
voted at their
November meeting to
sponser the TERA iF
that request is
made .
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SQUGHT

The ARRG is seeking
financial
sponsorship of our
annual paper prizes,
We have just given
out our second
annual AARRG paper
prize (see this
page) and we would
like to ensure
continued suceess of
this prize bv
establishing a
separate fund te
support the prize,
We encourage anyone
who is interested in
supporting the prize
te submit a donation
towards this efforrt.
If yvou wish -to make
a donation, please
send a check to:
AARG, c/o Moses B,
Pounds, AARG
Treasurer, 5224 Even
Star E‘laﬂ&r

Columbia, MD ZL044-
1832, Mazrk wyour
check as "paper
prize donation.”



ARRG SPONSORS ROUNDS TABLE ON FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES

submitted by J. Bryan Page
Representatives of three funding
agencies, NIMH, NIDR, and HRSA
participated in a discussion of
opportunities for support of AIDS
research at the AAR meetings in
Washington D.C. Ellen Stover,
representing NIMH as Chief of AIDS
research, told the attenders that
crospects for funding anthropological
research were wery good. Richard
Meedle, Chief of NIDA's Community
Research Branch, cutlined his agency's
history of funding ethnographic research
and its new endeavors INVOLVing
anthropological methods in collaboration
with surveys of injecting drug users.
Gloria Weissman represented HRSA, which
has small amounts of money for support
of research, but uses them to great
advantage through direct contracts to
gualitative evaluators. In response to
a question from the audience, the

three guest speakers assured prospective
investigators that applications
addressing politically "sensitive"
issues such as sex education for youth
and needle exchange would receive full
and thoughtful consideration bY agency
staff as long as they passed the
extramural review process. The sessian
was attended by about 65 people.
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Fublication of Interast

The Society for Applied Anthropology
announces the publicatien of AIDS
Outreach, Education, and Preventio
Anthropolegical Centributions, a special
eXpanded issue of Practicing
Anthropolegy (Vol 15 (4), Fall 1993} .
Guest editors Kathleen O'Conner andg
William L. Leap assembled 17 articles
demonstrating the applicaticn of
anthropological methods/perspectives to
CHIV/AIDS related outreach, education and
preventicn projects. Copies can be
ordered from the SfAM Business Dffice,
PO Box 24083, Oklahoma City, OK 73124;
phone: (405)843-5113.

BOOK OF INTEREST
Richard Parker and
the late Herbert
Daniel, Sexuality,
Politics and AIDS in
Brazil: In Ancther
World.

This book is an
important mix of
analysis,
description, and
personal experience,
which not only
captures the
evolution of the
gpldende i Brazil,
but also illuminates
the larger context.
To order, contact:
The Farmer Press,
Ltd., Rankine Rd,
Basingstoke,
Hampshire RG24 OPE,
United Kingdom,
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HEALTH RESQURCE
and SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION
(HRSA)

HRSA is funding
anthrepologists who
are conducting AIDS
evaluation research,
If you would like
further information,
contact: Gegrge
sonsel, Deputy. Chief
for the Special
Projects of Naticnal
Significance Branch
(303=-443-9974) or
Gloria Weissman
(301-443-65&0). oOr
contact the ALY
editor.






